ONRCS Plant Collection
Information Sheet

Switchgrass, Panicum virgatum

Scientific Name: Panicum virgatum L.

Common Name: switchgrass

Morphological Characteristics:

native, perennial
tall, upright
warm season grass
rhizomatous
forms dense clumps and will reach a height of 3-6 feet
two types - upland, lowland
lowland types - more robust, larger stems, wide, flat leaves up
to 36 inches, favors wet sites PIANTS Dape NRCS
e upland types - finer stems and leaves up to 30 inches, dryer upland sites,
smaller growth form
e seedhead - open panicle 10 -14 inches long
adapted to all kinds of soils from clay to fine sands
lowland types will tolerate poorly drained soils, naturally wet sites, flooded areas, perched water
tables and saline sites
e begins growth in March and will continue to grow up until the first killing frost
e seed ready for harvest in the mid-summer and fall
e plants turn a straw color during fall and into winter

Conservation Use:

Why collect this plant?

In Louisiana there is a lack of locally-adapted native (ecotypic) plant materials for use in revegetation
projects. The Louisiana Native Plant Initiative (LNPI) was established to collect, evaluate and release
new plant materials for use in Louisiana. The goals of the LNPI are to conserve a vanishing natural
resource and provide an essential step in the development of a native plant industry in Louisiana.
Commercial growers will than be able to supply plant material for restoration, revegetation, roadside
plantings and the ornamental plant industry that are adapted to the state.

Louisiana NRCS in cooperation with LNPI has identified switchgrass, Panicum virgatum as a plant
meeting project objectives. Plant and seed collections supporting LNPI are targeted for all Louisiana
Parishes.

Future ecotype development will benefits the following conservation practice standards: 644 Wetland
Wildlife Habitat management; 645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management; 342 Critical Area Planting; 562
Recreation Area Improvement; 550 Range Planting; 327 Conservation Cover; 643 Restoration and
Management of Rare or Declining Habitats; 647 Early Successional Habitat Development/Management;
601 Vegetative Barrier; 590 Nutrient Management; and others.

Your assistance in collecting this plant helps support the NRCS conservation practice standards which
are employed daily to conserve the natural resources of Louisiana!

Centers Requesting Seed:

Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center



How to Collect Seed:

1. Identify native plant stands in your area. Use field guides and websites for helpful photos.

2. Determine if seed is mature. Mature seed is typically dry and will easily separate from the seed head.
3. Hand strip mature seed by grasping the bottom of the seed head then gently pulling away from the
base of the plant. Deposit seed in a brown paper sack. Collect seed from a minimum of 30 to 50 plants.
4. Label each collection as it is made so collections do not get mixed up. Information required includes:
Collector's name, number of plants collected, location (parish, city, highway, and GPS coordinates), site
description (soil type, slope, and plants growing in association).

5. Complete NRCS-ECS-580; Plant Collection Information Form and mail with collected seeds to the
NRCS Plant Materials Center requesting the species.

USDA-NRCS

Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center
438 Airport Road

Galliano, LA 70354

Helpful Tips:

Look for plants that display differences in color, height, or forage abundance and record
observations. Differences in growing site or location should be made into separate collections if they are
separated by more than 1 mile between sites.

Other Photos:

http://plants.usda.gov
http://www.noble.org/imagegallery/index.html
http://www.wildflower.org

Robert H. Mohlenbrock @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database
/ USDA SCS. 1991. Southern wetland flora: Field office
guide to plant species. South National Technical Center,
Fort Worth, TX.

Ted Bodner @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / James H. Miller
and Karl V. Miller. 2005. Forest plants of the southeast and





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


